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THE ELLIOTT CRESSON MEDAL

The Elliott Cresson medal was the highest award given by The Franklin Institute. 

The endowed award was to be “for some discovery in the Arts and Sciences, or for the 
invention or improvement of some useful machine, or for some new process or 
combination of materials in manufactures, or for ingenuity skill or perfection in 
workmanship.”

The medal was �rst awarded in 1875 and a total of 268 Elliott Cresson Medals were 
given out during the award’s lifetime.

Other recipients of the award include Marie and Pierre Curie (for the discovery of radium), 
Alexander Graham Bell (for electrical transmission of articulate speech), Orville Wright (for the art and 
science of aviation), Henry Ford (for revolutionizing the automobile industry and industrial leadership), and 
Henry Eyring (for quantum mechanical calculations of activation energies.)

For over 185 years, The Franklin Institute has honored the greatest men and women of science, engineering, 
and technology. The Franklin Institute awards are among the oldest and most prestigious comprehensive 
science awards in the world and identify individuals whose great innovation has bene�tted humanity, 
advanced science, launched new �elds of inquiry, and deepened our understanding of the universe.


